MS/PhD Seminar 

Fall 2011


Master's and Doctoral Seminar
CS 6/89191 
Fall 2011, MSB 228, MWF 3:45-5:00pm
Instructor
Mikhail Nesterenko 

email: 
mikhail AT cs.kent.edu
office:
MSB 356
phone:
(330) 672-9109 
web:
http://www.cs.kent.edu/~mikhail/
office hours:   MW 12:30-2:00pm, F 2:00-3:30pm
Course Prerequisites

Graduate standing.

Course Overview

The course is to prepare you for a research career. We will cover the technical aspects of doing research in computer science: writing and reviewing a research paper, doing a research presentation, writing a thesis and a research proposal, preparing you curriculum vita. You will attend the CS department's colloquium series and deliver in-class presentations.
Course Organization and Requirements
The course has two parts: lectures on the technical aspects of doing research, CS department's colloquium series.
All students taking the course for a letter grade must make at least one presentation during the term.  Masters students are required to take at least two credit hours of this seminar for completion of their degree and to make a presentation of project work or research. Doctoral students are required to take at least three credit hours of the seminar for completion of their degree and do two presentations. The presentations must take place in the seminar at least one term before graduation. A student's thesis or dissertation defense or other local presentation cannot be counted to fulfill this degree requirement. This course may be taken multiple times, but only three credit hours count toward the Doctoral degree, and only two credits count toward the Masters degree
Textbook

Course material will be provided by the instructor. See the course’s webpage. There is no required textbook.
Class Web Page, Mailing List, Contacting the Instructor

The web page for the class is http://www.cs.kent.edu/~mikhail/classes/seminar/ (I have a link to this page from my homepage).  The web page will contain links to the following course materials: class syllabus, lecture notes, presentation schedule, etc. There is a mailing list set up for the students taking this course. I am going to send announcements and other class related information to this list. It is very important to be on this list to get the latest news and updates about the class. You are required to subscribe to the list within the first two weeks of classes. The subscription instructions are on the course’s webpage. You have to check your mail at least once a day while the school is in session. The simplest way to contact me is via e-mail. If you need to talk to me in person - see me during my office hours or make an appointment via e-mail.

Attendance
Students registered for either the Masters or Doctoral Seminar attend all scheduled lectures and events and colloquia. I will take attendance. The class schedule is posted on the class web page and will be regularly updated. It is the student's responsibility to keep track of the event schedule, to attend the classes, and to sign in as evidence of attendance at each class. Students with an excused absence (e.g., a documented illness) must notify the instructor as soon as possible. Students with more than two unexcused absences may have their course grade lowered. Four or more absences without excuse will result in a failing grade for this course.  Signing in for a student who is absent is considered cheating.  The cheating student will get a failing grade.

Course Assignments and Evaluation, Presentation
The major component of the course evaluation is the presentation and your classmates' presentation assessments. You are to make a presentation and submit evaluations of presentations of the assigned classmates. At the end of the semester, on the basis of the submitted assessments and other feedback you should prepare your presentation self-assessment report. For the purposes of grade calculation, assessments are treated as attendance. Not submitting an assessment is equivalent to missing a class.
A brief proposal describing the content of the presentation is due to the seminar instructor at least one week before the date of the talk and in all cases no later than October 1st, 2011.  Doctoral students are encouraged to give their first presentation before the middle of the semester.

The presentation should be a talk on your current research, accessible to a general audience of CS graduate students. The talk may describe work you are conducting for your thesis or dissertation, investigations with your advisor, recent publications you have been involved with, or a summary of related work with respect to your research area. Talks are to be approximately 20 minutes in length. Grading will be based on the presentation's content and presentation style. A lecture on how to give a good presentation will be given early in the semester.

For presentations to be counted towards the degree requirement the students must download and fill out the Master/Doctoral Seminar Presentation Form (http://www.kent.edu/CAS/CS/graduate/forms.cfm). This form must be submitted together with self-assessment form, the presentation abstract and title at the end of the semester.
Academic Integrity

Student-teacher relationships are built on trust.  Students must trust that teachers have made appropriate decisions about the structure and content of the courses they teach, and teachers must trust that the assignments which students turn in are their own.  Acts that violate this trust undermine the educational process. Academic dishonesty in any form will be penalized up to assigning grade F for the course.

You are allowed to discuss the assignment with other students and general methods of solving this assignment. However, you are not allowed to work with someone else to actually solve the assignment and you are certainly not allowed to copy anyone else’s solution; doing any of these things will be considered cheating and will constitute grounds for failing the course.

Note that there is a fine line between discussion and cheating.  If you are unsure what is allowed and what isn’t, feel free to discuss the distinction with me, but if something feels uncomfortable, it’s probably not allowed.

Grades

There are two grading options for this course:

· Letter grade. This is the standard option to meet the degree requirements The points are assigned as follows: 

· presentation
60 points,

· self-assessment report
30 points,

· feedback on other student’s presentations (assessment reports)
10 points.



There are no extra credit assignments. The sum of the possible scores on all assignments is considered 100% and your final course grade will be determined as follows – 100-93% A, 92.9-90.0 A–, 89.9-87 B+, 86.9-83 B, 82.9-80 B–, 79.9-77 C+, 76.9-73 C, 72.9-70 C–, 69.9-67 D+, 66.9-60 D, 59-0 F.  There will be no curve at the end of the course.  Your score will not be rounded up: if you get 66.99% you will get a D not a D+. Thus, you should always be able to determine how well you are doing in the course.

· Pass/fail grade. This is the option for students repeating the seminar. If you are taking this option, you have to notify the instructor with the first two weeks of classes. Students choosing this option will be graded on attendance and assessment reports on classmates' presentations.

Students with Disabilities

University Policy 3342-3-01.3 requires that students with disabilities be provided reasonable accommodations to ensure their equal access to course content.  If you have a documented disability and require accommodations, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to make arrangements for necessary classroom adjustments.  Please note, you must first verify your eligibility for these through Student Accessibility Services (contact 330-672-3391 or visit www.kent.edu/sas for more information on registration procedures).

Miscellaneous

Try not to be late for class. Make sure you silence your cellphone. The use of laptops while the class is in session is not allowed. If you take notes or otherwise cannot avoid using your laptop, notify me within the first two weeks of classes. 
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